January 14, 2015
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. MARK POCAN

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 14, 2015

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 12,
2015 | missed recorded votes #17-19 due to
travel delays.

| would like to reflect how | would have
voted if | were present for these votes.

On Roll Call #17, | would have voted YEA
(Passage of H.R. 203).

On Roll Call #18, | would have voted YEA
(Passage of H.R. 33).

On Roll Call #19, | would have voted YEA
(Approval of the Journal).

———

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
LAREDO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 14, 2015

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate a momentous occasion: the 100th
anniversary of the Laredo Chamber of Com-
merce. For one century, this organization has
been an instrumental and encouraging part of
our community that wishes to see our city con-
tinue to grow and move forward.

The Laredo Chamber of Commerce was
founded in April of 1915 in Laredo, Texas. It
is the largest and oldest business organization
in Laredo, representing over 650 members
from numerous industries, including financial
institutions, retailers, and service providers. It
is a voluntary, not-for-profit association that in-
spires development in business and tourism,
and is a voice for the local business commu-
nity. The Chamber is also a member of other
associations such as the American Chamber
of Commerce, the Texas Association of Mexi-
can American Chambers of Commerce, and
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce.

It is in the Laredo Chamber of Commerce’s
mission statement that it is their duty to be
proactive in order to further the success of the
Laredo area while also strengthening the ad-
vancement of development in areas such as
infrastructure and resources. In addition, the
Chamber provides various workshops for com-
munity members, such as seminars, trainings,
and informative customer service sessions.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to have the op-
portunity to recognize the Laredo Chamber of
Commerce for their hard work and endless ef-
fort in improving our community these past
100 years. | thank you for this time.

HONORING DEBORAH MAYER

HON. CHARLES W. DENT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 14, 2015

Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, as the Chairman of
the Committee on Ethics, and along with my
colleague, LINDA SANCHEZ, the Ranking Mem-
ber, | rise today to congratulate our departing
Director of Investigations, Deborah Mayer, on
her new position as staff director for the Sen-
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ate Ethics Committee, and to thank her for her
service to the House. Her new position con-
tinues a career dedicated to public service,
which includes not only her work for the
House, but also her prior work as a prosecutor
with the Justice Department, and her 16-years
of service in the JAG Corps of the United
States Navy and Naval Reserves. Her dedica-
tion to public service, as well as her keen
legal mind, will serve the Senate well, as they
have served this body for the last several
years. Their gain is our loss, and we thank her
deeply for her service to this House.
——

HONORING DEBORAH MAYER
HON. LINDA T. SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 14, 2015

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise to thank Deborah Mayer for
her service to the Committee on Ethics as its
Director of Investigations. Since 2011, Ms.
Mayer has lent her experience as a skilled
lawyer and manager to the Committee’s im-
portant work of enforcing the House ethics
rules. She managed a team of attorneys and
investigators that successfully handled a busy
docket of investigations.

During that time, she provided wise counsel
to the Committee Members, guiding us
through complicated issues and difficult
choices. She instilled in her team a strong
sense of the value of public service and a
dedication to finding the truth, with fairness
and impartiality. Deb’s entire career has been
dedicated to public service—as a paramedic,
in uniform, and as an attorney.

Although she is leaving the House, she will
continue her impressive record of public serv-
ice as staff director for the Senate Ethics
Committee. As she begins her new role, we
pause to note that we will miss her leadership
and her talents, but we know she will remain
our friend. Congratulations, Deb, and good
luck.

SHARON MENDOZA DOUGHTY
HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 14, 2015

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
memory of Sharon Mendoza Doughty, who
passed away on November 19, 2014 following
a long battle with cancer. A pioneering ranch-
er, conservationist, teacher, winemaker and a
natural leader, Ms. Doughty was a positive
force within the local community.

Sharon Doughty grew up on her parents’
historic B Ranch on the Point Reyes Penin-
sula. After the passing of her second husband,
Bill Bianchini Jr., in the early 1980s, she took
over the daily operations of their 800-acre
dairy. Transitioning from a career as an ac-
countant and teacher, Sharon Doughty be-
came a full-time rancher with the help of her
close family and friends.

Through her comprehensive knowledge of
the dairy trade, Ms. Doughty became a natural
leader within the North Bay dairy community
and leaves behind a long legacy of positive
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impacts. The depth of her commitment to
Marin County agriculture united fellow ranch-
ers and helped to propel their products into
national markets. A dedicated advocate for the
preservation of local agricultural lands, Ms.
Doughty served two terms as the president of
the Marin Agricultural Land Trust and one
term as a member of the California Coastal
Commission. She selflessly devoted her time
and expertise to the Marconi Conference Cen-
ter in Marshall and 4-H. Among her many hon-
ors, in 2007, Ms. Doughty was named the
“Woman of the Year” for California’s 6th As-
sembly District for her exceptional community
leadership.

Mr. Speaker, Sharon Doughty’s life teaches
us that one woman can make a substantial
difference. Her efforts will not soon be forgot-
ten as much of her legacy lives on all around
us in Marin County and beyond. It is therefore
appropriate that we pay tribute to her today
and express our deepest condolences to her
husband Steve; daughters Kathleen von
Raesfeld and Karen Taylor; brothers Joseph
Mendoza Jr. and James Mendoza; grand-
children Audrey and Nina von Raesfeld,
Camilla, William Joseph, and Eva Taylor; and
nephew Will Clark.

STOPPING OBAMA’S AMNESTY
HON. BILL SHUSTER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 14, 2015

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, America is a
nation of immigrants. Since the earliest days
of our nation, countless generations have
come from around the world to build a better
life here for themselves, their children and
their families.

But we are also a nation built on the rule of
law, and those who enter our country illegally
disregard those laws.

lllegal immigration is an injustice to every
single person who followed the proper proce-
dure when they came to the United States,
and in an age of international terrorism and
global pandemics, it presents a serious na-
tional security risk.

What we don’t need right now is amnesty.
Instead, we need strict border security and the
proper enforcement of the laws we already
have on the books.

Unfortunately, our president does not feel
the same way.

Upon discovering he could not get support
from Congress, he decided to circumvent the
legislative branch through executive action
and grant amnesty to millions of illegal immi-
grants.

He disregarded both the will of the Amer-
ican people and the separation of powers that
our founding fathers laid out for our govern-
ment.

By ignoring the core parts of our democ-
racy, President Obama has shamefully over-
stepped his Constitutional authority.

A nation is nothing without total control over
the sovereignty of its borders, and this execu-
tive action has only made the situation worse
by offering a powerful incentive for more peo-
ple to enter illegally.

Make no mistake: | am and always will be
100 percent opposed to blanket amnesty for il-
legal immigrants.
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